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THE  FILLED-IN  AREAS  OF  BOSTON 


Boston  has  greatly  increased  its  area  by  filling  bays, 
coves,  and  inlets.  The  original  area  is  usually  given  as 
783  acres.  The  filled-in  lands  add  between  three  and 
four  times  that  amount.  Dates  and  amounts  given  below 
are  approximate  only  as  records  do  not  agree,  having  been 
made  at  different  times  and  by  different  men,  and  in  cer- 
tain localities  filling-in  is  still  in  process.  The  figures 
are  the  best  available  and  the  numbered  paragraphs  refer 
to   sections    indicated    on    the   accompanying   map. 

1.  Back  Bay,  amount  about  570  acres,  mostly  done 
after    1856    and    continued    to    1894. 

la.  West  Cove,  amount  about  80  acres,  begun  in  1803 
and   completed  in    1863. 

2.  Mill  Cove,  amount  about  70  acres,  begun  in  1804 
and  completed  in  1835.  Much  of  the  filling  north  of 
the  Causeway  (indicated  on  the  map  by  a  line)  was  done 
in    1835. 

3.  Great  or  East  Cove,  amount  about  112  acres,  begun 
in    1823    and   completed   in    1874. 

4.  South  Cove,  amount  about  86  acres,  begun  in  1806 
and    completed   in    1843. 

5.  Roxbury,  amount  about  322  acres,  the  filling-in  of 
which  might  be  said  to  have  started  with  that  of  the 
Back  Bay  as  it  was  a  continuation  of  it,  becoming  quite 
active  in  1878  and  completed  in  the  1890's,  excepting 
that  part  bordering  on  the  South  Bay,  which  is  in  the  sec- 
tion  marked   "5  a". 

5a.  South  Bay,  amount  about  13  8  acres,  begun  in  1850, 
not   yet   completed. 


6.  South  Boston,  amount  about  714  acres,  begun  in 
1836,  still  in  process. 

7.  Marine  Park,  acquired  in  1883,  about  57  acres; 
bridge  to  Castle  Island,  July  1,  1891,  included  in  South 
Boston  filling. 

8.  Boston  Air  Port,  authorized,  May  12,  1922,  about 
150  acres  in  1928,  opened  Sept.  8,  1923;  part  of  the  East 
Boston   filling. 

9.  East  Boston,  amount  about  370  acres,  begun  in 
1880,   not   yet   completed. 

10.  Charlestown,  amount  about  416  acres,  begun 
1860,   completed    to    present    state    about    1896. 

11.  Columbus  Park  with  Strandway,  amount  about 
265  acres,  acquired,  1890-1901;  part  of  South  Boston 
filling,  as   given   above. 

Much  of  the  filling  material  for  the  Back  Bay  distiict 
came  from  Needham;  the  contractors,  Goss  and  Munson, 
built  six  miles  of  railroad  to  facilitate  transportation. 
The  mill  pond  was  filled  from  the  cutting  down  of  Sen- 
try (Beacon)  and  Cotton  (Pemberton)  Hills.  The  West 
Cove  was  filled  in  part  from  the  cutting  down  of  West 
Hill  (Mt.  Vernon).  Fort  Hill  contributed  to  the  filling 
along  Atlantic  Avenue  and  to  raising  the  grade  of  terri- 
tory whose  drainage  had  been  impaired  by  the  filling-in 
of  the  Back  Bay.  The  dumping  of  city  ashes  and  the 
dredging  of  the  harbor  also  furnished  material  for  vari- 
ous fillings. 


